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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Ff known) PHYSICAL ARPEARAMNCE

The Weblin House is at the end of a long farm lane and is surrounded
by flat cultivated fields that form part of a working farm. The three-
bay, story-and-a-half building is covered by a gambrel roof which replaces
the original gable roof, an alteration probably dating from the early
nineteenth century. The house's ground dimension are 35'3" (west facade),
36'10" (east facade), and 21'3" (south gable). At the south end is a

. massive exterior-end chimney with a T-shaped stack and cap. The chimney

. features two sets of tiled weatherings with string courses at the top and
bottom of each set. A wide plaster band ornaments the base of the corbeled
cap., According to the present owner,the chimney stood in pooor structural
condition in the 1930's, but through the assistance of "Williamsburg
architects" it was dismantled and rebuilt using the original material. A
cemparison of the original chimney as shown in old photographs in the
possession of the present owner with the existing one illustrates that the
rebuilding was faithful to the original design. The quality of the work-
manship is excellent,

The north gable with its interior-end chimney is also a rebuilding most

and generally is in a good state of preservation in spite of its having
been whitewashed. The house's west facade and left half of the south gable
below the string course is laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers. The
east facade and the right half of the south gable is in English bond.
English bond also is employed below the water table and in the south
chimney. Chamfered brick forms the top course of the water table. A line
of glazed headers follows the edge of the original gable, The north gable
is now in common bond but it probably was ornamented with a line of glazed
headers as well.

The window openings are topped by simple gauged brick flat arches and
do not appear to have been altered in size. While the present double-hung
windows are modern, the proportion of the openings indicates that they
originally contained double~hung sash. The doorway on the east wall has
been shifted to the south but the segmental arch marking the top of the
original opening is imtact. Other alterations include a modern one-story
brick wing attached to the south end.

The ground floor is divided into two unequal sized rooms separated by
a single frame partition. The larger south room contains a wide fireplace
opening framed by a Federal-style mantel, A staircase gheathed in modern
paneling) ascends against the zast wall to an intermediate landing, turns
at right angles, and continues against the partition to the upper level in
a manner very similar to the Wishart House nearby. A late-eighteenth-
century mantel surrounds the fireplace opening in the north room. The
north room on the upper level contains what appears to be an original
bolection molding mantel, a rare survival. The upper level south room has
an early but not original mantel of plain design.

CL

likely dating from the roof alteration. The remaining brickwork is original
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Weblin House belongs to the small but architecturally important
collection of pre-Georgian era vernacular farmhouses of old Princess Anne
County, now the city of Virginia Beach. This group includes the Thoroughgoogd
House, the Wishart House, the Keeling House, and several that have been
destroyed but are known through photographs and other documentation. The
earliest of these houses are characterized by their hall~-and-parlor plans
and end chimneys, both interior and exterior. This distinctive plan evolved
from the late-medieval farmhouses of the western and upland regions of
England, and was employed by the many Virginia settlers who came from those
areas, In its usual one-story form the plan proved itself suitable to the
Virginia climateeaad 1ilc oiyle, As a rvesulp 1L dootmw swprewolomt i the
lirg? ceutury of serehewswl Yose contemporasriss termwed b rivee “Wirgiomhe-
style." This plan contrasted with the plan of lowland England farmhouses
which featured a center chimney and small central entryway between two
chambers -~- a plan that was widely used by the New England settlers.

In addition to its being an important example of the "Virginia style,"
the Weblin Bouse is the only one of its type in the vicinity to preserve its
rural setting, The scene formed by the diminutive dwelling set among its
broad flat fields with their wooded edges has changed little in the past two
hundred and fifty years. The contrast between this scene and the heavy
urbanization that has taken place in most of the modern city of Virginia
Beach increases the value of the Weblin farm as an historic landscape.

The exact construction date of the Weblin House is uncertain, how-
ever several stylistic features such as the gauged brick flat arches, the
probability of original double-hung sash, and the formal arrangement of the
facade openings indicate a date of around 1700. At that time the land was
owvned by Jobn Weblin, Jr., who inherited the land from his father in 1686.
The then 175 acre farm was originally included in a 750 acre tract granted
in 1648 to Thomas Lambert, John Weblin, Jr.'s maternal grandfather. This
tract in turn was part of the 1643 patent to Cesar Puggett, from whom
Puggett's Neck takes its name,

The farm was sold by the Weblin family to John and Nathaniel
Hutchings in 1719. It remained in the Hutchings family until 1751 when it
was acquired by Robert Moseley. The Moseley ownership (1751-1774) was the
period during which the present gambrel roof most likely replaced the original
gable roof. Between 1774 and 1924 the farm passed through over a dozen
owners, The present owner acquired it in the latter year from James W.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Neotional Register.

avaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the Nationa! Park Service. The recomme nded
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